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NESCO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UNESCO, PORG, OCON 

SUBJECT: ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN EXBD, UNESCO 

1 . CONTEST BETWEEN LEONARD MARTIN (UK), AND AMB. VAN 
USSEL (BELGIUM) SEEMS COMPLETELY UNRESOLVED AS TO WHO 
WILL REPRESENT WESTERN EUROPE AS CANDIDATE CHAIRMAN 
EXBD. DISAGREEMENT WITHIN NINE MAKES IT APPEAR, AT THIS 
TIME, MOST UNLIKELY THAT ANY COMPROMISE WILL BE 
ARRANGED WHERE ONE OF TWO WITHDRAWS. BILATERAL TALKS 
BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED WOULD CERTAINLY 
BE HELPFUL AND PERHAPS THE ONLY SOLUTION. BUT OUR 
INFORMATION IS THAT THESE WILL BE UNLIKELY TO REACH A 
COMPROMISE. 

2. IN MEANTIME, BOTH CANDIDATES ARE CAMPAIGNING QUIET- 
LY, BUT VERY SURELY AND SOME ANIMOSITIES 

MAY BE DEVELOPING. 

3. PERMDEL, AT THIS STAGE, RECOMMENDS THAT IF WE ARE 
FACED WITH HAVING TO VOTE, IN SECRET BALLOT, THE US 
LET IT BE KNOWN THAT WE WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
VOTE. IF WE VOTE, EVEN THOUGH A SECRET BALLOT, SMALL- 
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BE DETERMINED. 

4. OTHER POSSIBLE CANDIDATE IS AMB. MAJID RAHNEMA, 

IRANIAN EXBD MEMBER. IF THERE IS A DEADLOCK BETWEEN 
VAN USSEL AND MARTIN HE MAY WELL WIN. RAHNEMA IS RES- 
PECTED AND ABLE AND WE COOULD CERTAINLY LIVE WITH 
HIM AS CHAIRMAN. 
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